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FOREWORD

Dear friends of giant elands and African savanna,

For the first time in a new layout, we would like to present you our 

achievements in the past year. 

Thank you for your support and stay with us!

On behalf of the team Derbianus Conservation, z. s

Karolína Brandlová
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DERBIANUS CONSERVATION, z. s. is a non-governmental association of 

professionals, scientists, students and enthusiasts who aim to contribute to

biodiversity conservation and to change the fate of the giant eland and other

antelope species in their natural habitat. We support the conservation of the

entire West African savanna ecosystem. For us, Africa is not a far side of the world,

but part of the environment that is only one in the whole world. By protecting it,

we ensure a better future for ourselves and our loved ones everywhere. We work

at the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences at the Czech University of Life Sciences

Prague (CZU).



BOARD
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MEMBERS

In 2022, the association had 238 members. While the number of regular members

has been relatively stable over the long term, the number of sympathizers is still

growing. In 2022, regular members (legal entities) included Safari Park Dvůr Králové,

Zoological and Botanical Garden of Pilsen, Zoo Ostrava, Zoo Olomouc, Zoo Košice, Zoo

Hodonín and Zoo Jihlava.
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Regular Members - natural persons

Regular Members - legal entities

Executive Board

Sympathizers

Honorary Members



FINANCIAL REPORT
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Revenues for

2022
CZK

Donations 190 000

Membership fees 73 000

Merchandising 380 000

Total 643 000

Costs 2022 CZK

Donations (provided) 75 000

Realisation of projects (travel costs) 306 000

Realisation of projects (services) 130 000

Merchandising (production) 150 000

Salaries 53 000

Other travel costs 8 000

Administrative costs including 

conference EHRG 98 000

Exchange rate losses 48 000

Total 868 000

Donations contribute to a large extent to the income of the association. In 2022,

the Pilsen Zoo supported the monitoring of giant elands in the Niokolo Koba

National Park through Panthera Senegal and elands in the Bandia Reserve from

their 2021 public collection of 142,676.16 CZK - these donations went directly to

Senegal, outside the Derbianus association. The association received proceeds of

the 2022 public collection of 83,486 CZK at the end of the year. Furthermore,

thanks to the darujme.cz project, we collected 67,316 CZK for feeding giant eland

in Senegalese reserves. These donations from the Plisen Zoo and from darujme.cz

were handed over to Senegal at the beginning of 2023. Many thanks also go to the

Ostrava Zoo and the Municipality of Ostrava, which donated 25,000 CZK as part of

the Two Crowns of Entry project. This amount supported fieldwork in Senegal and

genetic monitoring of antelopes. Other equally important donations came from

private donors. Thank you!

The majority of our income in 2022 came from

services, mainly in connection with the implementation

of the projects in Chad and Senegal. Other income came

from the merchandising (including facepainting), our e-

shop, and custom-made souvenirs for our partners

(Plilsen Zoo, Jihlava Zoo, Plynomont Teplice). The

amount of membership fees received from regular

members increased in 2022 thanks to the introduction

of three possible levels of contributions for individuals

and legal entities.

The expenditure was mainly related to

the implementation of the project in

Senegal (see details below). Other

expenditure consisted of the

production of new promotional items,

administrative costs, labour costs and

other expenditure. Part of the income

and expenditure was associated with

the co-hosting of the EHRG Hedgehog

Conference, which took place at the

beginning of 2022 at the Faculty of

Tropical AgriSciences.

https://www.darujme.cz/projekt/1200680?locale=en


The western subspecies of the giant eland (Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) is

one of the most endangered animals in the world. An estimated 195 individuals of

this unique antelope live in Senegal's Niokolo Koba National Park, which provides

sanctuary for the last wild giant elands.
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GIANT ELAND CONSERVATION

Several individuals captured in 2000

from the wild (NPNK) were placed in

wildlife reserves Bandia and Fathala. In

2022, 151 giant elands were in the

reserves and a total of 253 calves were

born in the 20 years of breeding.

Several teams from Derbianus were heading to

Senegal in 2022. In February, the traditional

identification of baby elands in the reserves took

place. In the 2021/2022 season, 21 calves were

born in the reserves. At the same time, the chair of

the association visited Senegal as part of the

mobility of the FTZ ČZU – UCAD. Besides 

University of Dakar, they also visited the Niokolo

Koba National Park to test the methodology of

collecting antelope droppings for genetic analyses.

In collaboration with the FTZ, 2 PhD students of

the faculty were in Senegal during the spring on

internship, also collecting genetic material of

giant elands in the reserves. In November and

December we finished the year with monitoring

of giant elands in the Bandia and Fathala reserves.

Thanks to the collaboration with Panthera Senegal and the Directorate of National

Parks of Senegal, in 2022, members of the association were engaged in the analysis of

data from camera-traps at the Nikolo Koba National Park and the collection of dung

samples from giant elands for genetic analyses.



The influence of translocations on the reproductive parameters 

of giant elands
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A BIT OF SCIENCE

In 2022, after long preparations, a new publication on elands was published in

the prestigious scientific journal Conservation Science and Practice. Its authors,

Pavla Hejcmanová and Karolína Brandlová, analysed the impact of a hundred of

translocations carried out under the giant eland conservation programme on their

reproduction and viability. We found that females translocated from the Bandia

reserve to the Fathala reserve reproduced on average one year later than females

remaining in Bandia, so translocation affected their reproductive parameters. An

interesting result supporting the meaning of translocation is that the calves born in

Fathala had on average a longer life span and lower mortality than those born in

Bandia. We hypothesize that this may be related to the environment in the Fathala

reserve, which is much more similar to the original home of the giant eland, the 

Niokolo Koba National Park.

And what are we currently working on? We're collecting samples for genetic 

analyses of giant eland populations in the reserves and the Niokolo Koba National

Park, analyzing camera trap data from Niokolo Koba, and aim to try using artificial

intelligence to identify individual elands.
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EDUCATION IN SENEGAL

Educational programmes under the

leadership of Moustapha Mbengue

have been supplemented in 2022 with

the theme of sustainability and hands-

on activities in the form of tree and

plant planting. For this purpose, the

professional educator used the newly

developed materials of the Pan African

Conservation Education Project and

collaborated with a local specialist in

plants suitable for the sub-Saharan

climate. Between April and December

2022, thanks to the support of the

Ministry of the Environment and in

partnership with the Dvur Kralove

Safari Park, we also implemented two

rounds of two-day training for primary

school teachers.

The training programmes were

delivered to 510 pupils from nine

primary schools in and around Dakar.
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EVALUATION OF EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF A STRATEGY FOR WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES AROUND 

NIOKOLO KOBA NATIONAL PARK

Very relevant action was then 

an organisation of a workshop held in

November 2022 on the periphery of the

Niokolo Koba National Park, in

Tambacounda. A participatory workshop

involving the Director of Niokolo Koba

National Park, the Director of the NGO

Panthera Senegal, the Project Manager of the

Zoological Society of London's project on

wild dog conservation in Senegal and other

collaborators was complemented by field-

based 'hands-on' training in data collection. 

From this workshop and evaluation,

a report was developed and specific

recommendations for a joint education

and communication strategy for the

giant eland, lion and wild dog

conservation projects in the Niokolo

Koba National Park for 2023-2028

were shared with partners.

In November and December 2022, with the support of the Dvůr Králové Safari

Park and the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic, we carried out

an evaluation of the environmental education programmes that have been running

in Senegal since 2015. Based on this evaluation, recommendations were made to

focus on a target group directly linked to the problems facing the giant eland

population, i.e. linked to the Niokolo Koba National Park.



WHERE WE MET

Last year we started the season at the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences, where you

could see our stand during January at the European Hedgehog Research Group

conference, which was dedicated to hedgehogs, but the participants were also interested

in our bush beauties. You could see us at the Faculty several more times throughout the

year, especially during the Open Days, when prospective students and their parents could

get to know our association.
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13.-14.1.2022  EHRG Conference 2022

21.-22.1.2022  Open Days CZU Prague

18.3.2022  Open Days CZU Prague

22.5.2022  Antelope Day Ústí nad Labem Zoo

4.6.2022  Antelope Day in Jihlava Zoo

11.6.2022  Garden Party CZU Prague

30.7.2022  Antelope Day in Plzeň Zoo

13.8-14.8.2022 African weekend in Safari Park Dvůr Králové

27.8.2022  Antelope Day in Ostrava Zoo

3.9. 2022  Antelope Day in Olomouc Zoo

11.11.2022  Open Days CZU Prague

12.12.2022  Conference Gymnázium Karlín, Prague

12.-13.12.2022 Christmas sales CZU Prague

Summer traditionally belonged to the

Antelope Days and we managed to visit six zoos

across the Czech Republic during the season.

We visited the first of them in May and finished

our tour in September at the Olomouc Zoo. In

July, even the smallest campus residents were

able to hear interesting facts about antelopes.

We organized lectures for the participants of

the summer suburban camps organized within

the kindergarten Poníček. In December, we

visited the students of the Gymnasium Karlín,

with whom we have been cooperating for a

long time, and presented the new

developments in the world of giant elands.

Before Christmas, you could buy Christmas

gifts and support the antelopes at our stand in

the premises of the CZU Canteen.



THANK YOU FOR BEING WITH US
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THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION

We are specially grateful to:

The most active volunteers:

Karla Musialová, Radka Merclová, Lenka Pastyrniaková, Tereza Beckeová, Petr Hána, 

Ema Cetkovská, Michaela Kopřivová Stejskalová. 

Other collaborators:

Markéta Antonínová, Lucie Ackermann Blažková, Barbora Černá Bolfíková, Christian 

Dering, Christophe Dering, Alena Divišová, Petr Fedorov, Nina Grúňová, Jana Hladíková, 

Jana Ptačinská Jirátová, Meyer de Kock, Anna Kubátová, David Mallon, Miloslav Machálek, 

Christoff Marais, Tomáš Mikulenka, Rob Ogden, Štěpán Pokorný, Thomas Rabeil, Petr 

Stejskal, Jiří Váhala, Roman Vodička, Miroslav Zámečník, František Zouhar…

…and many others, including employees of Senegalese reserves, Czech zoological

gardens and the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (together with the involved

students of FTZ)

....and all donors, supporters, fans and buyers of our promotional items.
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