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FOREWORD 

The best possible title for the year 2015 could be “the year of diplomatic achievements”.  

The lion's share of the success goes to Lenka Pokorná, the chargé d’affaires of the Czech Republic 

in Senegal, who now has the Derby eland as close to her heart as our team.  In May 2015, after 

many years of joint efforts, we finally managed to have the Memorandum of Cooperation between 

the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic and its Senegalese counterpart ready for 

signature. Mr.  Vladimír Dolejský, Deputy Minister of the Environment, arrived in Senegal in 

person to sign the Memorandum and used the opportunity to get a closer look at our working 

environment and meet the Derby eland. The other major diplomatic event was the visit by 

Abdoulaye Baldé, the Senegalese Minister of the Environment, to the Czech Republic. Mr. Baldé, 

among others, met the Rector of the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague and devoted a great 

deal of attention to our presentation on our activities both in the Czech Republic and in Senegal. If 

the Derby elands are lucky, the promises of long-term support to the conservation programme 

made by the two governments will be implemented, and we will be finally able to start collaring 

the Derby elands in Niokolo Koba National Park and launch other important activities identified 

in our Strategic Plan 2013.   

The Derby eland semi-captive herd status was stable last year, which is certainly better 

than a decline in numbers, however, we would wish to see the numbers following a rising curve. 

After some unexpected deaths in 2014, we still have very few breeding females and, worse, not all 

of them reproduce.  The conservation programme would also benefit from better control over the 

state of fences, the health status of the animals, the methods of supplementary feeding, simply, 

what we need is to have a better control of the programme, and a bit of luck, too. We, together 

with our partners, do our best to overcome all the obstacles to ensure that the unique Derby 

eland population can grow. Let us keep our fingers crossed for the Derby elands, may their 

numbers grow and the Derby elands prosper! 

 

 

Ing. Karolína Brandlová, Ph.D. 

Chair of NGO Derbianus Conservation, z. s. 
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THE EVENTS OF THE YEAR 2015 

 

1. 1. - 8. 2. Installation of camera traps in Niokolo Koba National Park (NKNP) 

20. 1.  Departure of the identification team to Senegal 

21. 1. Ceremonial opening of a photography exhibition featuring works by Tomáš Jůnek at 

Sea Plaza, Dakar, Senegal 

23. - 24. 1. Open Days at the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences, CULS Prague 

4. 3. Return of the identification team to the Czech Republic 

8. - 10. 4.  Meeting of the Antelope and Giraffe Committee of the UCSZ in Olomouc 

10. - 12. 4. Participation in the CCBC meeting in Liberec 

22. 4. Publication of the 2014 Derbianus CSAW, o. s. Annual Report  

23. 4. - 5. 5. Re-installation of camera traps at the NKNP  

6. 5.  Derbianus Conservation joins EAZA 

20. 5. - 2. 6. Signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ministries of the 

Environment of the Czech Republic and Senegal, Dakar, Senegal 

10. – 11. 6. Participation in the 6th CITES seminar 

21. 6.  Antelope Day, Zoo Jihlava, under the Giraffe Day 2015 

22. 6.  Signing the Implementation Agreement to the Memorandum of Cooperation 

11. 7. Antelope Day, Zoo Pilsen  

25. 7. Antelope Day, Zoo Dvůr Králové, Africa Live Festival 

15. 8. Antelope Day, Zoo Ostrava  

18. 8. The Prague Municipal Court confirms the name change to Derbianus Conservation 

22. 8. Antelope Day, Zoo Liberec  

29. - 30. 8. Participation in the Small African Conference, Zoo Jihlava – Fragments of Africa – 

Women and Africa  

5. 9. Antelope Day, Zoo Olomouc  

9. - 12. 9. Visit by the Minister of the Environment of Senegal to the Czech Republic 

16. 9. Publication of the 8th volume of Western Derby eland studbook  

17. - 20. 9. Participation in the EAZA Conference, Wroclaw, Poland 

28. 9. - 1. 10. Participation in the 10th International Conference on Behaviour, Physiology and 

Genetics of Wildlife, Berlin 

5. 10. Departure of Markéta Grúňová to Senegal for an internship at the Czech Embassy in 

Dakar 

14. 10. Annual meeting of Derbianus Conservation members, Karavanseráj, Prague 

2. 11. Meeting with the representatives of the Chinko Project, CULS Prague 
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2. - 4. 11. Participation in the Tropical Biodiversity Conservation Conference, Prague 

15. 11. Departure of Mathy Sané to Senegal to launch environmental education 

programmes 

2. 12. Lecture to the Roztoč Association on the conservation of the Western Derby eland 

14. 12. Lecture at the Volunteering Conference "Nebuď mimo" at the Karlín Secondary 

School, Prague 

14. - 16. 12. Christmas sale of promotional items at the CULS Prague canteen 

18. 12.  Return of Markéta Grúňová from Senegal 

26. 12.  Return of Mathy Sané from Senegal 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviations: 
CBSG    Conservation Breeding Specialist Group 
CCBC    Czech Coalition for Biodiversity Conservation 
CULS    Czech University of Life Sciences Prague 
DPN   Directorate of National Parks of Senegal 
EAZA    European Association of Zoos and Aquaria 
FTA   Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences 
IUCN    International Union for Conservation of Nature 
NKNP   Niokolo Koba National Park 
TAG   Taxon Advisory Group 
UCSZ   Union of Czech and Slovak Zoos  
WAZA   World Association of Zoos and Aquariums  
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MEMBERS 

In 2015, the composition of the Executive Committee changed. Katka Hozdecká had 

worked with us for many years and had done an excellent job, but now, Katka took up 

employment in her native town. Since distance and work make it impossible for her to continue 

working actively with us, she resigned. We did not need to search long for a replacement.  

Markéta Grúňová has been cooperating actively with our team since 2006 when we organized the 

first transfers of the Western Derby eland in Senegal. In 2014, Markéta started working on her 

Ph.D. thesis on environmental education at the CULS Prague and has been involved in our 

Association management. Not surprisingly, we elected her unanimously as member of the 

Executive Committee.  

In total, the number of regular members of Derbianus Conservation grew by three, of 

which two are corporate members, and we recruited 14 new sympathisers. 

As on December 31, 2015, the number of regular members amounts to 31 (including the 

Executive Committee), we have five honorary members and 136 sympathisers, i.e. 172 members 

in total. 

The Executive Committee (as on December 31, 2015) 

Ing. Karolína Brandlová, Ph.D. 

Chair 

karolina@derbianus.cz 

 

Ing. Magdalena Žáčková, Ph.D. 

Secretary 

magdalena@derbianus.cz  

 

Ing. Tamara Fedorova, Ph.D. 

Member of the Executive Committee 

tamara@derbianus.cz 

 

RNDr. Petr H. Verner, CSc. 

Member of the Executive Committee 

pverner@derbianus.cz

prof. RNDr. Pavla Hejcmanová, Ph.D. 

Research Officer 

hejcmanova@derbianus.cz  

 

Ing. Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická, Ph.D. 

Member of the Executive Committee 

pvymyslicka@derbianus.cz  

 

Ing. Markéta Gloneková  

Member of the Executive Committee 

marketa.glonekova@derbianus.cz 

 

Mgr. Markéta Grúňová 

Member of the Executive Committee 

marketa.grunova@derbianus.cz  

 

mailto:karolina@derbianus.cz
mailto:magdalena@derbianus.cz
mailto:tamara@derbianus.cz
mailto:pverner@derbianus.cz
mailto:hejcmanova@derbianus.cz
mailto:pvymyslicka@derbianus.cz
mailto:marketa.glonekova@derbianus.cz
mailto:marketa.grunova@derbianus.cz
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Derbianus Conservation, z. s. General Meeting 

 On October 14, 2015, we met at 

the 6th General Meeting at the Klub 

cestovatelů, Masarykovo nábřeží, 

Prague. In total, 23 members attended 

the meeting, of which 12 regular 

members, including six members of the 

Executive Committee, eight 

sympathisers and three non-attached 

participants.  

Chair Karolína Brandlová 

opened the meeting, and in an 

interesting presentation with many 

pictures documenting our activities, she explained to the members present the meeting agenda, 

the results and the plans for next year. 

The main results of the year 2015 include: 

a. the camera trap project in Niokolo Koba National Park and the results of its first stage; 

b. identification of new born calves; 

c. the verification of the number of animals kept at the reserves with special focus on the 

low number of breeding females capable of reproducing; 

d. signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ministry of the Environment of 

the Czech Republic and the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable Development of 

Senegal; 

e. signing of the Implementation Agreement to the Memorandum between the Ministry of 

the Environment of the Czech Republic, Derbianus Conservation and the CULS Prague; 

f. Antelope Days at Czech Zoos; 

g. the visit by the Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development of Senegal to 

the Czech Republic; 

h. entry of Derbianus to the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA); 

i. submitting the manuscript on the Eastern subspecies of the Derby eland in the Chinko 

area, Republic of Central Africa, for publication. 

The plans for 2016 include specific biodiversity protection activities implemented in 

Africa. The camera traps should help us understand better the situation of animals in Niokolo 

Koba National Park. Ph.D. student Markéta Grúňová will continue implementing environmental 

Participants at the member meeting listening attentively to chair 
Karolina Brandlova's presentation 
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education programmes for Senegalese children, and student Markéta Švejcarová will participate 

in the Chinko project in Central Africa where she will participate in the conservation project of the 

Derby eland Eastern subspecies and of its environment.   

At the end of the meeting, Karolína pointed out how important it is to have volunteers 

participate in the activities of the Association. Unfortunately, this is an issue where we are lagging 

behind, therefore, we plan to appoint one person who will be in charge of organizing volunteer 

activities. This person will be the liaison who will make sure that cooperation with our volunteers 

is efficient. 



10

THE LAST FAREWELL TO PETER LUPTÁK 

On Tuesday the 17th of November, 2015, we received sad news from the Bojnice Zoo. 

Peter Lupták, the head of the Zoological Department, our friend and long-time supporter, 

tragically died in a car accident when on holidays in South Africa.  

We lost not only a friend, but also an admirer of Africa who was able to capture, better 

than others, the colourfulness and diversity of African antelopes. Peter was worried that human 

expansion will make this beauty disappear one day, and he was a tireless observer documenting 

everything still left in African wildlife. Now, it is up to us to remember. With Peter on our minds, 

we will do our best to preserve the Africa he loved. 

 

 

Peter Lupták in Senegal, making the film Djink-i-Junka 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

The year 2015 is a financially balanced year. Thanks to our donors, we were not only able 

to carry out the annual identification of new born calves, but also to support environmental 

education projects for Senegalese children, or to continue the animal monitoring programme 

using camera traps in Niokolo Koba National Park in Senegal. 

Revenue  

 In 2015, we collected the total of 2,500 EUR (68,000 CZK) in the form of donations for 

which we thank the ICE‘n’GO company, MVDr. Jiří Váhala, Ph.D., Jiří Barvíř and, especially, the 

Ostrava Zoo.  

 Promotional items were successful mainly in zoos but also in private companies. The 

Jihlava Zoo supported us by purchasing 63 T-shirts with the Africa motive, EuroServis Clean CR, 

a.s., Topas MN, s.r.o. and Plynomont Teplice purchased 185 calendars with pictures of Senegalese 

landscape made by photographer Tom Jůnek. Our volunteers sold 435 items with antelope 

motives either via e-shops or at the stands organized in the framework of Antelope Days and 

other events.  

 Membership fees account for a significant part of our income in 2015, thanks not only to 

our regular members, but especially thanks to the corporate members, such as Zoo Ostrava, Zoo 

Pilsen and now also Zoo Bojnice and Zoo Košice. 

 Concerning services, face-painting as part of Antelope Days, represents again a major part 

of service revenues.   

 We wish to thank all those who contributed financially to all the activities implemented 

under the Derby eland conservation programme, and we hope that you will continue supporting 

us in 2016. 

Revenues in 2015 

Donations  2,500 EUR 68,000 CZK 

Sale of promotional items 4,280 EUR 115,520 CZK 

Services (educational events and 
others) 

 760 EUR 20,465 CZK 

Membership fees 720 EUR 19,557 CZK 

Interest 1 EUR 28 CZK 

Total 8,261 EUR  223,570 CZK 
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Expenditures 

The expense related to the identification of new born calves, environmental education of 

children in Senegal and animal monitoring using camera traps in Niokolo Koba National Park, 

were the largest expenditure items in 2015.  

Production cost to produce promotional items amounted to almost 3,000 EUR in 2015, 

mainly thanks to the sale of T-shirts and calendars to Zoos and private companies. We produced 

254 T-shirts with the Africa motif in 2015 for our own stock.  

In 2015, we could again rely on the support of our general partner, the Czech University of 

Life Sciences Prague. Since the University allows our Association to use its office space and 

equipment, our administrative costs are minimal.  

Our wage costs in 2015 amounted to zero. 

 

Expenditures in 2015 

Cost of promotional item 
production 

 2,960 EUR 78,477 CZK 

Administrative costs  410 EUR 11,117 CZK 

Wages and salaries  0 EUR 0 CZK 

Services 670 EUR 118,307 CZK 

Implementation costs  4,380 EUR 118,299 CZK 

Bank fees  42 EUR 1,142 CZK 

Total 8,462 EUR 227,341 CZK 
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Sales 

 

Promotional items in 2015 

Type 
Stock as 

on Dec 31, 
2014 

Produced Sold Gifts 
Stock as on 

Dec 31, 
2015 

Selling 
Price  

T-shirt Hope  13 0 5 0 8 10 EUR 

T-shirt Real Hope  72 0 19 1 52 13 EUR 

Children T-shirt 68 50 82 6 37 8 EUR 

T-shirt AV 5 0 5 0 0 10 EUR 

T-shirt Head 56 0 14 2 33 10 EUR 

T-shirt Africa 41 179 178 23 82 10 EUR 

Cloth bag  5 25 30 0 0 6 EUR 

Badge 135 0 36 17 102 2 EUR 

Magnet 126 0 31 5 90 2 EUR 

Car sticker 24 0 14 2 8 3 EUR 
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WESTERN DERBY ELAND CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 

Right at the beginning, we need to point out that 

our team composed of CULS Prague staff and students 

not only successfully implements the Western Derby 

eland conservation programme, but its high quality 

research helps get an insight into other species of 

ungulates (i.e. giraffes, camels, common elands, impalas) 

to better understand interactions among animals and 

their environment.  

The Western Derby eland conservation 

programme is based on three main pillars – population 

management, research and education.  

In 2015, an identification team went again to 

Senegal to identify new born calves. The data is recorded 

in the Studbook and used as a basis for Derby eland 

population management.  

The research activity is, to a large extent, a continuation of the activities launched in 

previous years, but we also started new ones. After many years, our team had again the 

opportunity to carry out study activities at Niokolo Koba. The knowledge gathered there helps 

understand the ethology and ecology not only of the Derby eland but also of other species. 

No conservation programme can be successful unless it is understood and supported by 

the local population.  This is a fact that we took into account when relaunching our educational 

programmes that first started in 2008. 

 

A Derby eland male at the Bandia Reserve, 
Senegal 
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Population Management 

Identification of New Born Calves 

 Since 2006, we have managed to 

send to Senegal an identification team at 

least once a year. This is crucial for 

population management of the critically 

endangered antelope because it allows us to 

monitor the exact composition of herds and 

the genetic distance between individual 

animals.  At the turn of 2014 and 2015, in 

cooperation between the Czech and 

Senegalese teams, we identified the total of 

13 newly born calves. The date of birth, data 

on parents and their photography taken from both sides were recorded into their identification 

cards. 

Herd Management 

 Despite the fact that no transfers of animals were planned for 2014/2015, our team had 

to deal with a new situation on the spot. During the rainy season, the fences separating herds had 

been repeatedly damaged and individuals from herds Bandia 4 and 5 got mixed, and a male and a 

female from Bandia 1 penetrated into 

Bandia 3. 

With great help of the Bandia 

Reserve staff, we managed to set the 

situation straight using supplementary 

feeding stuff to attract the animals into 

the right enclosures. 

 The total number of Derby 

elands kept at the Bandia and Fathala 

reserves amounted to 89 individuals in 

June 2015. The Bandia Reserve 

provides shelter to 60 animals, of which 

15 females are of reproductive age. In the dense stands of the Fathala Reserve, 29 animals, 

including 8 females of reproductive age, were kept in two enclosures. 

Markéta Grúňová discusses birth dates of new born calves with 
Senegalese colleague Camara Al-Hassana 

Oumar, Mohamed, Isaach and Serr providing water supply  
to individual animals who escaped into the extension  

of the Bandia reserve 
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Derby Eland Herd Composition at Bandia and Fathala Reserves (June 2015) 

Herd Males Females 
Newly born 

(male/female)  TOTAL 

Bandia 1 16 10 6 (2/4) 32 

Bandia 3 3 5 2 (1/1) 10 

Bandia 4 9 0 0 9 

Bandia 5 5 3 1 (0/1) 9 

Fathala 1 4 6 2 (2/0) 12 

Fathala 2 13 2 2 (2/0) 17 

TOTAL 50 26 13 (7/6) 89 

 

Bioptic Sample Collection 

 Thanks to high-quality laboratories 

and trained experts at the Czech University 

of Life Sciences Prague, we can process 

genetic data from tissue samples. In 2013, 

two Western Derby eland herds got mixed 

up with the closely related common eland 

(Taurotragus oryx) and greater kudu 

(Tragelaphus strepsiceros). As cross-

breeding is theoretically possible, it was 

necessary to examine whether any cross-

breeds occured among the newly born 

calves at the Western Derby eland 

population at the Bandia Reserve. The samples were taken using biopsy darts by the Czech team 

in cooperation with Christophe Dering, a manager of the Bandia Reserve, who targeted the 

animals with precision and helped us collect the samples of selected animals. In total, eleven 

samples of one-year olds and newly born calves of the Derby eland and eight samples of the 

common eland were taken. Another sample of a Derby eland male and four samples of common 

elands, either fallen or shot, were taken by the staff of the Bandia Reserve. The results available 

up to now do not confirm any cross-breeding in the population. 

Christophe Dering taking bioptic samples of young Derby eland 
and common eland 
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RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC WORK 

The year 2015 was a very successful and inspiring year of research. In total, we published 

six scientific articles in international journals and one monograph, and presented twelve 

contributions at international or Czech conferences. Other scientific research is available as 

manuscripts. 

 A major scientific contribution to the 

conservation programme of the Derby eland 

was a study published by Hana Zemanová, 

Barbora Černá Bolfíková, Karolína Brandlová, 

Pavla Hejcmanová and Pavel Hulva in 

Mammalian Biology under the title 

“Conservation genetics of the Western Derby 

eland (Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) in 

Senegal: integration of pedigree and 

microsatellite data”. The study compares 

genetic analysis data from Derby eland tissue 

samples and demographic analysis data from the Studbook. According to the study, the genetic 

parameters of the Derby eland population kept at the Bandia and Fathala reserves under the 

conservation programme are comparable to the data of other conservation programme 

populations of endangered ungulates. The results confirm the necessity to bring new unrelated 

animals into the population in conformity with the Western Derby eland (Taurotragus derbianus 

derbianus) Conservation Strategy, published in 2013. The report also highlights the necessity of 

complementing the demographic analyses of the population recorded in the Studbook with 

molecular methods to further specify data on genetic diversity of such a small population. 

 Another scientific research directly 

associated with the Derby eland highlights 

the importance of behavioural study and 

population management in animals kept 

under human care. In an article published in 

African Zoology by Pavla Jůnková 

Vymyslická, Karolína Brandlová, Pavla 

Hejcmanová, Magdalena Žáčková and 

Kateřina Hozdecká titled “Feeding rank in 

the Derby eland: lessons for management”, the authors study social behaviour and hierarchy in 
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mixed Derby eland herds provided with supplementary feeding. The results show that herd 

hierarchy is not stable and rank is significantly related to age in growing animals; in adults the 

effect of age was weaker. The capacity of adult individuals to defend the feed source, i.e. to occupy 

the feeding rank, is given by the condition of the animal. Supplementary feeding should therefore 

be provided in sufficient amounts to enable younger and weaker individuals in need to benefit 

from it, despite their lower positions in the hierarchy. 

 In PlosOne, an article by Tomáš Jůnek, Pavla 

Jůnková Vymyslická, Kateřina Hozdecká and Pavla 

Hejcmanová titled “Application of Spatial and Closed 

Capture-Recapture Models on Known Population of the 

Western Derby Eland (Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) 

in Senegal” was published. The study uses camera 

trapping, a modern tool for non-invasive monitoring of 

endangered or elusive animals. Monitoring based on the 

recognition of individuals (number of stripes in ungulates, 

spots in felids) enables estimation of abundances. We 

analysed the data from 30 cameras operating during a 66-

day sampling period on a closed population of Western 

Derby elands in the fenced Fathala reserve, Senegal, to determine whether camera trapping with 

capture-recapture analyses can provide reliable estimates of the abundances. Three models of 

abundancy estimates were compared and all proved suitable for use in closed space and small 

populations.  

 Also research into giraffes conducted by some of 

our members was well received. An article titled “The 

First Description of Dominance Hierarchy in Captive 

Giraffe: Not Loose and Egalitarian, but Clear and Linear” 

by Edita Horová, Karolína Brandlová and Markéta 

Gloneková was published in PlosOne. It was the first 

article to confirm the existence of hierarchy among adult 

females in giraffe herds kept at zoos. The finding is 

compliant with research conducted at the Bandia Reserve 

describing friendly interactions among females, and is 

certainly not the last major research conducted by the 

giraffe team. 
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 In the autumn of 2015, we published the 8th 

Studbook of the Western Derby eland. Besides updated 

demographic and genetic parameters of the population 

living at the Bandia and Fathala Reserves, it also contains a 

comprehensive list of scientific works, publications aimed at 

a wider public and student's works published in the 

framework of the Derby eland conservation programme. The 

Studbook also lists abstracts of scientific works (articles and 

contributions at conferences) in 2014 a 2015.  And, the 

Studbook obviously contains updated identification cards of 

the Derby elands living at the two reserves. 

 

 Students' works are a part of our activities. In 2015, Hana Zemanová, who has been 

involved in the research of genetic parameters in the conservation programme population of the 

Derby eland, defended her dissertation thesis titled “Genetic Diversity of Semi-captive Population 

of Western Derby Eland (Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) in Senegal and Phylogenetical 

Relationships between Western Derby Eland (T. derbianus derbianus) and Eastern Giant Eland (T. 

derbianus gigas)”. Tamara Fedorova, an Executive Committee member and a founding member of 

our Association, defended in 2015 her dissertation on reproduction evaluation in Bactrian camel 

(Camelus bactrianus). Oldřiška Kučerová studied the seasonal dynamics of food and mineral 

resource quality in five species of great herbivores with different diet strategy (Derby eland, 

common eland, roan antelope, African forest buffalo, plains zebra) in contrasting climatic and 

vegetation savannah ecosystems at the Bandia and Fathala reserves under the supervision of 

Pavla Hejcmanová. František Procházka defended his bachelor’s thesis supervised by Karolína 

Brandlová and Markéta Gloneková on the feeding behaviour of giraffes. The number of 

rumination movements per each bite of food can indicate digestive tract health problems, such as 

acidosis. This pilot study triggered research of rumination of giraffes not only in European Zoos 

but also at the Bandia Reserve in Senegal. 
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PUBLICATIONS IN 2015 

Scientific monographs 

 Brandlová K., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Žáčková M., Švejcarová M., Hejcmanová P., Fedorova 

T. (Eds.), 2015. African Studbook. Western Derby eland, Taurotragus derbianus derbianus 

(Gray, 1847). Czech University of Life Science Prague, 7th volume, 121 p., ISBN 978-80-

213-2582-1. 

Articles in scientific journals 

 Fedorova T., Brandlová K., Bičíková M., Skálová I., Lukešová D. 2015. Salivary sex steroid 

hormones in female Bactrian camels (Camelus bactrianus) during different reproductive 

stages. Journal of Camel Practice and Research, 22(1): 61-66. ISSN: 0971-6777. 

 Fedorova T., Brandlová K., Lukešová D. 2015. Application of noninvasive pregnancy 

diagnosis in Bactrian camels (Camelus bactrianus) using Cuboni reaction and barium 

chloride test. Journal of zoo and wildlife medicine 46(2): 355-358. ISSN: 1042-7260.  

 Horová, E., Brandlová, K., Gloneková, M. 2015. The First Description of Dominance 

Hierarchy in Captive Giraffe: Not Loose and Egalitarian, but Clear and Linear. PLoS 

One, 10(5), e0124570. 

 Jůnek T., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Hozdecká K., Hejcmanová P. 2015. Application of Spatial 

and Closed Capture-Recapture Models on Known Population of the Western Derby Eland 

(Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) in Senegal. PLoS One. 10(9): e0136525. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0136525 

 Jůnková Vymyslická P., Brandlová K., Hejcmanová P., Žáčková M., Hozdecká K., 2015. 

Feeding rank in the Derby eland: Lessons for management. African Zoology. 50(4), 313-

320. 

 Zemanová H., Černá Bolfíková B., Brandlová K., Hejcmanová P., Hulva P. 2015. 

Conservation genetics of the Western Derby eland (Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) in 

Senegal: integration of pedigree and microsatellite data. Mammalian Biology, 80: 328-332. 

Students' theses 

 Fedorova T., 2015. The Evaluation of Reproduction in Bactrian Camels (Camelus 

bactrianus) and the Possibilities of Using Non-Invasive Methods for Detection of Heat and 

Pregnancy. PhD. thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

 Kučerová O., 2015. Dynamics of diet quality of large herbivores in Senegal. MSc. thesis, 

FTA CULS Prague.  

 Procházka F., 2015. Přežvykování jako indikátor zdraví v chovech žiraf. BSc. thesis, FTA 

CULS Prague. 
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 Zemanová H., 2015. Genetic Diversity of Semi-captive Population of Western Derby Eland 

(Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) in Senegal and Phylogenetical Relationships between 

Western Derby Eland (T. derbianus derbianus) and Eastern Giant Eland (T. derbianus 

gigas) PhD. thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

Conferences 

 Brandlová K., Fedorova T. 2015: Vysávaní velbloudi – nejen mláďata, ale i dospělá zvířata 
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Conference, České Budějovice. 4. - 7. 11. 2015, p. 17. 

 Brandlová K., Gloneková M., Hejcmanová P., Hozdecká K., Jůnková Vymyslická P., 

Aebischer T., Hickisch R., Mallon D. 2015. Social structure, activity and population density 
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Chinko/Mbari Drainage Basin, Central African Republic. 10th International Conference on 

Behaviour, Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife, Berlin.  

 Brandlová K., Gloneková M., Hejcmanová P., Hozdecká K., Jůnková Vymyslická P., 

Aebischer T., Hickisch R., Mallon D. 2015. Social structure, activity and population density 

of the largest antelope, the Eastern Derby eland (Taurotragus derbianus gigas) in the 

Chinko/Mbari Drainage Basin, Central African Republic., Tropical Biodiversity 

Conservation Conference, Prague, Czech Republic. 

 Brandlová K., Gloneková, M., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Horová E., Pluháček J. 2015. 

Surprising giraffe - The best friends, linear hierarchy and reciprocal altruism. 2015, EAZA 

Annual conference 2015 Wroclaw, Poland. 

 Brandlová K., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Žáčková M., Fedorova T., Hejcmanová P. 2015. 

Derbianus Conservation. Proceedings of the EAZA Annual Conference, September 15-19, 

2015, Wroclaw, Poland. 

 Černá Bolfíková B., Hejcmanová P., Brandlová K. 2015. Conservation genetics of the 

Western Derby eland (Taurotragus derbianus derbianus) in Senegal: integration of 

pedigree and microsatellite data. The 11th International Conference on Behaviour, 

Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife in Berlin, Germany. 

 Gloneková M., 2015. Výzkumné aktivity týmu z ČZU. Meeting of Antelope and giraffe 

committee UCSZOO.  

 Gloneková M., Brandlová K., Pluháček J. 2015. Stealing young and reciprocal mothers: high 

incidence of allonursing in giraffes (Giraffa camelopardalis). 10th International Conference 

on Behaviour, Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife, Berlin. 

 Hejcmanová P., Kučerová O., Karafiátová A., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Brandlová K., Žáčková 

M., Hejcman M. 2015. Seasonal dynamics of resource partitioning of large herbivores’ diet 

in semi-arid and sub-humid African savanna. The 11th International Conference on 
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 Jůnek T., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Hejcmanová P. 2015. Estimation of Derby eland seasonal 

activity levels from camera-trapping data: a novel insight into the animal ecology. The 11th 
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International Conference on Behaviour, Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife in Berlin, 

Germany. 

 Jůnková Vymyslická P., 2015. Spolek Derbianus Conservation. Meeting of Antelope and 

giraffe committee UCSZOO. 

 Jůnková Vymyslická P., 2015. Social behaviour of ungulates in different environments. 

Meeting of Antelope and giraffe committee UCSZOO. 

Lectures 

 Brandlová K., 2015. Through hunting to conservation (?) 6th seminar year to problematics 

of CITES held by Agency of Nature Cosnervation, Czech Republic, Bohuslavice u Telče, 11. 

– 11. 6. 2015 

 Brandlová K., 2015. Derby Ladies or women on maternity leave saving the Derby eland, 

Conference Střípky Afriky subtitled Woman and Africa, Jihlava Zoo, 29. – 30. 8 2015 

 Brandlová K., 2015. Conservation of Derby eland. Lecture contribution within the 

evenings of the association Roztoč. Atelier Havlíčkova, Roztoky u Prahy, 2. 12 2015 
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International Meetings 

EAZA Wroclaw 

The annual meeting of the European Association of 

Zoos and Aquaria took place in Wroclaw, Poland, and our 

representatives did not miss the event. Karolína Brandlová 

enjoyed her three minutes of fame at the major conference 

stage under the antelope TAG with a very busy agenda. 

While, like in previous years, no one pledged to support us 

financially, all the participants crossed their fingers for us 

to save the Derby eland.  The short presentation under the 

antelope TAG was not, however, the only reason to make 

the long journey to Wroclaw. Karolína Brandlová also 

attended the meeting of the EPMAG (EAZA Population 

Management Advisory Group) to gather new knowledge 

and experience with small population management, to get 

inspiration from lectures under the Reintroduction and 

Translocation Section that focuses mainly on endangered 

ungulate species, and finally, to participate in the planning exercise of the European antelope 

collection in zoos (Regional Collection Planning AG TAG). Together with Markéta Grúňová, 

Karolína established many useful informal contacts during the very busy conference social 

programme. 

Antelope and Giraffe Committee Meeting of the UCSZOO in Olomouc 

Like in previous years, two members of our team were invited to attend the meeting of 

the Antelope and Giraffe Committees of the Union of Czech and Slovak Zoos. This year, the 

meeting took place in Olomouc. Most Czech and Slovak Zoos were represented. The objective of 

the meeting is to inform how the Zoos manage and care for their populations, share the 

husbandry experiences and present research and conservation activities related to the target 

species. Markéta Gloneková made a presentation titled “Research activities of the CULS Prague 

team” on her research on giraffes. Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická presented first the activities of 

Derbianus Conservation, and then made a presentation of the on-going social behaviour research 

of selected ungulates in different types of environment.  

Karolína Brandlová in front of the poster 
presented at the EAZA Conference, Wroclaw, 

Poland 
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CCBC in Liberec 

In April 2015, we were invited to attend the CCBC (Czech Coalition for Biodiversity 

Conservation) meeting. CCBC is a platform promoting cooperation between organizations and 

projects in the field of biodiversity conservation and development aid. At the meeting, we learnt 

about the coalition itself, but also about interesting projects implemented by Czechs in the 

tropics. The cherry on the cake was “Zoo Hacketon”, a meeting with programmers and developers 

who offer their free services to participating organisations helping them to implement 

biodiversity conservation projects.   

Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Ministries of the Environment of 

the Czech Republic and Senegal, Dakar, Senegal 

 The 21st of May, 2015 was an 

important date for the Western Derby 

eland conservation programme. In the 

presence of the members of our 

Association, a Memorandum of 

Understanding was signed between the 

Ministry of the Environment of the Czech 

Republic, represented by Deputy 

Minister Vladimír Dolejský, and the 

Ministry of the Environment and 

Sustainable Development of Senegal 

represented by the Minister himself, 

Abdoulaye Baldé. The Memorandum, focusing on the protection of biodiversity in Senegal with 

special attention devoted to the Western Derby eland, signed in Senegal at the Ministry, reaffirms 

the joint efforts of the two countries to save 

the critically endangered Senegalese 

ungulate. 

 In June 2015, an Implementation 

Agreement to the Memorandum was signed 

between our Association, the Czech 

University of Life Sciences Prague and the 

Ministry of the Environment of the Czech 

Republic. The Agreement establishes 

Derbianus Conservation and the CULS 

Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development of 
Senegal Abdoulaye Baldé and Deputy Minister of the Environment 

of the Czech Republic Vladimír Dolejský signing the MoC 

CULS Prague Rector Jiří Balík, Derbianus Conservation Chair 
Karolína Brandlová and Deputy Minister of the Environment of 

the Czech Republic signing the Implementation Agreement 
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Prague as the executors of the Memorandum on the Czech side. The two documents are of utmost 

importance for us as they confirm officially the long term cooperation between the Czech 

Republic and Senegal and open new opportunities for our Association. 

The Visit by Senegalese Minister Abdoulaye Baldé in the Czech Republic 

 Following the visit of the representatives from the Czech Environmental Ministry, the 

Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development, Abdoulaye Baldé, accepted the 

invitation to a diplomatic visit to the Czech Republic in September 2015. The Senegalese 

delegation, including a representative of our long term partner, the Directorate of National Parks, 

met with experts from the Czech Ministry and other agencies during the days spent in the Czech 

Republic, to consult issues, such as forest management, fight against deforestation, management 

of protected areas, adaptation to climatic changes, or rehabilitation and reclamation. Another 

area where cooperation can be potentially deepened is waste management, one of the major 

challenges for Senegal today that 

calls for an urgent action. 

 The delegation visited also 

the Waste Sorting Plant in Prague, 

the Zoo in Liberec, as an example 

of a small urban zoological garden, 

and Milovice with its horse 

breeding project. Since our 

Association has long-term 

cooperation with the Senegalese 

partners, our members were 

invited to join most of the 

programme. 

TBCC Prague and Cooperation with the Chinko Project 

In 2015, the Tropical Biodiversity Conservation Conference (TBCC) was held under the 

auspices of the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences at the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague. 

Karolína Brandlová was invited to lecture about the results of the Eastern Derby eland 

monitoring project using camera traps at the Chinko area in the Republic of Central Africa. The 

conference was also an opportunity to establish new contacts and refresh the old ones. The 

representatives of the Chinko project were among conference participants. After the conference, 

we continued our discussions on the cooperation underway. As the next step of our mutual 

 

Delegation of the Minister of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development of Senegal visiting Milovice 
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cooperation, the traineeship of our student, Markéta Švejcarová, was launched at the Chinko area, 

for the purpose of her participation in a research and camera trap monitoring project. 

As conference participants 

could visit our stand and purchase our 

promotional items, we could run into 

some of them wearing a T-shirt or a 

badge with the antelope motif. 

 

ČSEtS České Budějovice 

Our Executive Committee members attended also the Czech and Slovak Ethological 

Society (ČSEtS) Conference. The conference took place in České Budějovice and gathered 

researchers from Zoos, universities or research institutes who came to present or to listen to 

news from research on animal behaviour. Karolína Brandlová presented her research focused on 

the specificity of suckling in camels. Members of our team have been studying ungulates for many 

years. Participants could also visit our stand and support the Derby eland conservation project in 

Senegal by purchasing our promotional items. 

Karolína Brandlová lecturing at the TBCC 
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Education 

Environmental education is key for biodiversity conservation in Africa. Nature protection 

awareness must be raised not only in the developing countries but also in the developed ones. 

That is why we met with both Senegalese and Czech students in 2015. Markéta Grúňová and 

Senegalese student Mathy Sané launched a series of environmental education programmes for 

children from Senegalese schools. The students from the Karlín secondary school in Prague 

listened to a presentation about the Derby eland conservation programme and helped prepare an 

educational booklet for Senegalese children.  

More and More Children Get to Know the Derby Eland 

 In November and December 2015, a series of 

educational programmes was launched in Senegal to 

promote the conservation of the critically endangered 

subspecies. Despite being unique in Senegal, the 

subspecies is unknown by most of the population. The 

two-day programmes were led by doctoral student 

Markéta Grúňová and Master student at the CULS 

Prague Mathy Sané.  

 

Simultaneously with the educational programmes, research data collection started. The 

output will be a Master thesis comparing the knowledge level of and attitudes to the environment 

in children living in urban and rural environments, and a doctoral thesis studying the impact of 

animal reserve visits on changes in attitudes in children.   

 Children from ten Senegalese schools were familiarized with Senegalese flora and fauna 

during two-day educational programmes. Various activities helped them better understand the 

interconnections between natural elements 

and the human impact on the environment. 

The programmes met with huge success not 

only with children. Also the teachers who 

attended the programmes now call for 

educational programmes for adults and more 

brochures. The National Assembly is also 

interested in getting the printed documents. 

Markéta Grúňová at the village of Dagga explaining to the 
children how organisms in the nature interact 

Mathy Sané accompanying students from the Rufisque 
Primary School, Dakar, to the Bandia Reserve 
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 With the support of the 

Bandia Reserve, we have 

managed to expand the number 

of children who, for the first 

time in their lives for most of 

them, could see not only the 

Derby eland, but also the 

common warthog, a species 

native to Senegal, or the roan 

antelope.  The total of 364 

students participated in the 

programme, of which 206 

attended the one-day seminar 

in a classroom and then visited the reserve.  The remaining 158 children saw the animals in the 

classroom on projected pictures.   

The questionnaire we distributed revealed that only one in fifty Senegalese students 

knows the Derby eland, the Western subspecies that is unique to Senegal and therefore, its 

destiny is in the hands of the future generations of the Senegalese. We remain confident that by 

combining long-term research, herd management and cooperation with local communities, we 

will achieve our common objective, i.e. to save this critically endangered subspecies.  

Lectures for schools and public in the Czech Republic 

The year of 2015 was not very rich in lectures for Czech public. The members of the 

Association devoted more attention to raising their newly born children rather than to students at 

schools. However, we could not have missed the opportunity to lecture at the Karlín secondary 

school in Prague that has been supporting our activities since many years. Anna Kubátová, a 

doctoral student who participated in the operations of the Association not only in 2015, gave a 

lecture at the volunteering conference titled “Nebuď mimo” (“Don't Miss Out”).  

Public campaigns 

The year 2015 started with the traditional sales event in the framework of the Open Days 

at the CULS Prague. Visitors could come to our stand situated at the Faculty of Tropical 

AgriSciences and learn not only about the Derby eland conservation programme but also about 

development programmes of the Faculty, the common eland breeding programme at the CULS 

Prague farm in Lány or to visit the botanical garden of the Faculty. 

Markéta Grúňová and Mathy Sané with children from Yadiconde Nguekokh 
primary school after the visit to the Bandia Reserve 
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The summer months were 

dominated by the traditional 

Antelope Days organized in Zoos. We 

started at Zoo Jihlava on June 21, the 

International Giraffe Day. With the 

help of the zoo staff, we built our 

stand next to the giraffe enclosure to 

contribute at least a little to the 

celebrations. On July 11, we 

continued at Zoo Plzeň that has been 

supporting us since many years and 

expanded the cooperation in 2015 by 

helping us make and produce an educational spot on the Derby eland. The third week of August, 

the Zoo Dvůr Králové organized the Africa Live festival with musical and dancing shows, 

captivating tales, African specialities, African art and nostalgic screening at the open-air cinema. 

Besides an African market, African barbecue, paintings by Kenyan tribes or a sculpture exhibition 

from Zimbabwe, the visitors could also visit our stand with promotional items with Derby eland 

motives and listen to the stories of many volunteers who explained the conservation programme 

or their own experience from Senegal. At the end of the day, we were disturbed by very strong 

wind that took away not only our tent, but also a major part of the items displayed. Despite that, 

we remain enthusiastic and plan to return to the festival in 2016.  

 In August, we organized the 

Antelope Day at the Ostrava Zoo where 

we have always been warmly welcomed 

by the zoo management. A barbecue is 

organized always in the evening. In late 

August, we visited the Zoo in Liberec, 

and in early September, we went to Zoo 

Olomouc where the work done by 

volunteers was rewarded with the 

possibility to touch some of the animals. 

We wish to thank all the zoos for their 

cooperative approach and for allowing 

us to promote the Derby eland conservation programme on their premises. 

The stand of our Association at the Antelope Day at the Pilsen Zoo 

Mathy Sané at the stand at the Jihlava Zoo 
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The last weekend of August, we returned to the Jihlava Zoo to attend the Conference 

„Fragments of Africa“ with the subtitle of „Woman and Africa“. This subtitle was more than 

welcomed by our Executive Committee composed mainly of women, and the participants could 

learn, for instance, that travelling to the African continent may be safe even with small children.   

OTHER RESEARCH ACTIVITIES OF ASSOCIATION MEMBERS  

Camera Traps in the Niokolo Koba National Park  

 We promised in our 

Annual Report 2014 to bring news 

in 2015 about the camera traps 

used for Derby eland monitoring 

in the Niokolo Koba National Park. 

In cooperation with the 

Environmental Faculty of the CULS 

Prague and the Directorate of 

National Parks of Senegal, we 

managed to install camera traps at 

the central part of the National 

park covering an area of 

approximately 1000 km2. It was a 

challenge, and as it happens in Africa sometimes, we did not manage to implement all our plans. 

The original idea to cover the central part of the park within one week with 42 camera traps 

installed in a network of five-kilometre distances failed at the very beginning at the Dakar airport, 

where a part of the camera traps was confiscated by the Senegalese customs authority because of 

a communication problem. We came up with a back-up solution the same afternoon – we installed 

the remaining 21 camera traps at the Eastern half of the central part in January 2015. Thanks to 

the excellent cooperation with the anti-poaching unit during the installation stage, everything ran 

smoothly. In May, we returned to the site to transfer the camera traps from the Eastern part to 

the West. The final collection of camera traps, originally planned for July, had to be postponed due 

to heavy rainfall and flooded rivers. We had to wait till early 2016 when the roads to the park 

were accessible again. It means for the readers of our Annual Report, that they will have to wait 

for the Annual Report 2016 to learn about the results. 

The members of the anti poaching unit helping to place  
the camera traps at the NKNP 
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Social behaviour of giraffes 

In cooperation with the NGO Derbianus, research of mainly social behaviour of giraffes 

conducted actively by some of our members is underway. After the very successful results from 

the Bandia Reserve, Senegal, that confirmed the existence of social bonds between adult females, 

a scientific article was published on the hierarchy in giraffe females kept in zoos. The team still 

conducts research on allonursing, or the nursing of another female's offspring, at zoos and the 

Bandia Reserve in Senegal, which is closely associated with the research on social bonds. At the 

instigation of some members of the Giraffe Committee of the Union of Czech and Slovak Zoos, the 

research was expanded in 2014 to include dietary topics, namely ruminating in giraffes. The 

research should bring valuable knowledge for animal breeding. Indeed, ruminating can indicate 

health problems. The first results were published in the bachelor thesis of František Procházka, a 

student at the CULS Prague, describing data such as the speed or length of rumination or the 

number of ruminating movements per each bite of food. 

Research of Social Behaviour in Selected Species of Ungulates 

A robust study of social behaviour of giraffes, common elands and impalas aims at 

determining the impact of inter-individual distances in four different types of environment on the 

frequency and intensity of social interactions. The types of environments include open parks in 

South Africa where animals can move freely on a large area with the presence of predators, 

reserves in Senegal where the space is limited by fences and the only predator present is the 

black-backed jackal, and the last type of the environment are zoos with exterior enclosures and 

interior stabling. 

 In 2015, we continued 

gathering the data in European zoos. 

Thanks to the cooperation with the 

Zoos in Liberec, Dvůr Králové nad 

Labem and Gelsenkirchen, Germany, 

we managed to collect data on giraffes 

and impalas. The common eland farm 

in Lány, the Czech Republic, was the 

source of data on social behaviour of 

these ungulates kept in a stable. In 

2016, we still need to gather 

information on outdoor enclosures. 
A part of the impala herd at the stable of the Dvůr Králové ZOO 
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Chinko Project, Central Africa 

Markéta Švejcarová, a Master student specializing in Wildlife Management in Tropics and 

Subtropics, started her practical training. Thanks to our cooperation with the Chinko Project, she 

has been participating in the project directly in the Central African Republic (CAR) since autumn 

2015.  The security situation in the CAR first prevented Markéta from going, but in late November, 

she finally left, and already on December 2, we received her first enthusiastic e-mail. Markéta 

spent the last month of the year in the Chinko area in the South-East of the country where she 

was trained to learn all the activities she will be executing in the months to come. How she made 

herself at home there, what are her duties and what is her experience, all that will be 

communicated in a year's time in the next annual report.    

Internship at the Embassy in Dakar 

Since the arrival of Lenka Pokorná as the Chargé d'affaires at the Embassy of the Czech 

Republic in Dakar, our cooperation has been flourishing.  Conservation of endangered species in 

the developing countries has to overcome many challenges and getting political support, 

especially from the Senegalese partners, is crucial. Our cooperation with the Embassy was 

upgraded to even higher levels after Markéta Grúňová worked there as an intern between 

September and December 2015. During that period, we not only renewed our contacts and 

established new ones, but we also prepared the long-awaited Memorandum of Cooperation 

between the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague and the University Cheikh Anta Diop in 

Dakar. The Memorandum will be signed in March 2016 on the occasion of the visit by the CULS 

Prague rector in Senegal. 
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MARKETING AND PR 

Campaign 

 The campaign consists mainly of the sale of promotional items 

with the endangered Derby eland motif. The items can be purchased at 

the e-shop (http://derbianus.webuje.cz/), and at events, such as the 

Antelope Days at zoos, conferences or lectures. 

 Our fans who wish to help the Derby eland can also purchase 

small items, such as badges, original car stickers, very nice and popular 

magnets or post cards, but also a copy of Peter Lupták's film Djink-i-

Junka: Bush Used To Be Dark on the conservation programme with 

both Czech and English on the cover and Czech or French commentaries 

with English subtitles.   

T-shirts for women, men and children are the most popular items. The T-shirts are 

available in many colours, sizes and with different motives. The Real Hope motive with a picture 

of the Derby eland, or the Antelope Head, the “When I grow up” slogan or Hope of which we have 

only a couple of pieces left, are popular, but the Africa motive is by far the number one.  The Africa 

motive can be also printed on a tissue bag.   

We made a calendar for calendar lovers again. This year, Tomáš Jůnek' photographs show 

the beauties of Senegalese landscape.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Africa motive on a tissue 
bag 

The theme for 2016 calendars was Senegalese landscape 

http://derbianus.webuje.cz/
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Internet 

 Modern times need modern communication tools. While we still dispatch our New Year's 

greetings by ordinary mail, we use the internet to communicate with our fans.  Our web page is an 

essential communication interface allowing us to provide information on our activities, success 

stories and plans, with interesting pictures taken on the spot but also on the occasion of various 

events and diplomatic activities. In 2015, we published 27 contributions that caught the attention 

of 2,537 users, with 3,621 visits to the Czech Web page, www.derbianus.cz. The English version 

(www.derbianus.com), more accessible to the general public, registered 3,872 visits by 3,648 

users, the French version (www.derbianus.org) was visited 3,323 times by 3,089 users. As the 

statistics indicate, our most loyal fans are Czechs who return repeatedly to our internet site and 

spend almost 2 minutes per visit. 

In 2015, we devoted more attention to social networks. We changed the system of 

contribution publication. We not only publish articles from our web page, but thanks to Jana 

Ptačinská Jirátová, we also provide succinct information on the Association operations, 

interesting news from the Western Derby eland world, reports from the field or invitations to 

events. Thanks to the link to the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences profile, the number of our 

friends has risen to 488 as on December 31, 2015, i.e. by 55 friends year-on-year.  

Our last internet tool is our e-shop managed by Tamara Fedorova, who responded to 13 

orders in 2015 amounting to the total of 200 EUR (5,355 CZK). The most popular items are T-

shirts with the Africa motive and calendars. Clients can order promotional items with the Derby 

eland logo at derbianus.webuje.cz. The items are delivered either by post or clients can collect 

Our Facebook profile attracts more and more fans 

http://www.derbianus.cz/
http://www.derbianus.com/
http://www.derbianus.org/


35

them at the Association office at the CULS Prague campus, or anywhere in Prague, if agreed so. 

The money raised from the sale of promotional items is used solely for the purpose of the Derby 

eland conservation project in Senegal.  

Media 

The event that captured the most of media's attention in 2015 was the signing ceremony 

of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech 

Republic and the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable Development of Senegal. The 

Memorandum was signed in Senegal on May 21, 2015 in the presence of Senegalese Minister 

Abdoulaye Baldé and Czech Deputy Minister of the Environment Vladimír Dolejský. The news was 

published not only on the web page of the Ministry of the Environment (MoE) and the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, but also in the Senegalese press in Senegal, Dakaractu. 

Lenka Pokorná, the Chargé d'Affaires of the Czech Embassy in Dakar, talked about the importance 

of the Memorandum at the Czech Radio Rádio Praha.  

Following the signature of the Memorandum, an Implementation Agreement was signed 

establishing Derbianus Conservation and the CULS Prague as executors of the Memorandum on 

the Czech side. This was also covered by the media. An article about an intensification of efforts to 

save the rare antelope was published at the Lidovky.cz server, at the internet page of the MoE of 

the Czech Republic and at the Agris portal. 

In the context of the Memorandum of Cooperation, the Senegalese Minister of the 

Environment, Abdoulaye Baldé, accepted an invitation to visit the Czech Republic. The visit was 

then published at the internet page of the Ministry of the Environment, of the Foreign Affairs 

Ministry and of Agroserver. 

In early November, the Tropical Biodiversity Conservation Conference took place at the 

CULS Prague gathering representatives of successful conservation projects. Our Association was, 

of course, one of them. In the conference framework, Derbianus Conservation was mentioned at 

the ekolist.cz and Enviweb sites.  

In November, the Senegalese press also published articles highlighting the children 

environmental educational activities led by our colleague and Ph.D. student Markéta Grúňová. 

The Senegalese Press Agency published an article pointing out the critical status of the Derby 

eland, and expressed its conviction that children education may be the way to save this valuable 

Senegalese heritage. One of the most read dailies in Senegal, Le Quotidien, published a similar 

article and expressed support to Markéta and our team. 
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We must not forget to mention the information on the Western Derby eland conservation 

programme available at the web page of the Zoo in Ostrava. The Zoo launched a campaign in 

November titled “One Crown out of Each Entrance Fee” intended to support selected in-situ Czech 

projects. Ours is one of them. Thank you!  

In November 2015, our Chair Karolína Brandlová was invited to the Czech Radio Meteor 

to present the results of the Giraffe Social Behaviour Research Project. And, at the very end of the 

year, our Association was presented at the Ochrana přírody (Nature Conservation) magazine, in 

an article with general information on the project, the Western Derby eland and the results of the 

conservation programme up to present days. 

 

Presentation in the Media 

Newspapers, 
News 
programmes 

Dakaractu 

Lidové noviny 

APS (environmental education) 

Le Quotidien 

Radio Czech Radio, Radio Praha 

Czech Radio Dvojka/Meteor 

Magazines Ochrana přírody (Nature Conservation) 

Other Enviweb 

Ekolist.cz 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Embassy in Dakar (signing of the MoU) 

Ministry of Environment (signing of the MoU) 

Ostrava Zoo 

Ministry of Environment (signature of the implementation agreement to 
the MoU) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Embassy in Dakar (visit by Minister Baldé in the 
Czech Republic) 

Agroserver 

Agris 

 

http://www.dakaractu.com/Cooperation-Senegalo-Tcheque-un-memorandum-pour-la-preservation-d-une-antilope-heritage-du-Senegal_a90230.html
http://relax.lidovky.cz/cesti-vedci-budou-v-senegalu-vice-pecovat-o-antilopy-fyh-/veda.aspx?c=A150623_112424_ln_veda_ape
http://aps.sn/actualites/environnement/developpement-durable/article/rufisque-une-ong-theque-reitere-son-appel-a-la-protection-de-l-eland-de-derbi
http://www.lequotidien.sn/index.php/portrait/l-eland-de-derby-occidental-en-voie-de-disparition-un-elan-solidaire-pour-sauver-un-tresor-national
http://www.rozhlas.cz/meteor/prispevky/_zprava/pejsek-dela-haf-ale-zirafa-otazka-nejen-pro-deti-ale-i-pro-vedce--1552709
http://www.casopis.ochranaprirody.cz/mezinarodni-ochrana-prirody/zapadni-poddruh-antilopy-derbyho-ma-diky-pomoci-z-ceske-republiky-vetsi-nadeji-na-preziti/
http://www.enviweb.cz/clanek/priroda/104316/na-konferenci-o-ochrane-tropicke-biodiverzity-v-praze-se-predstavi-experti-z-mexika-nemecka-a-indonesie
http://ekolist.cz/cz/zpravodajstvi/zpravy/o-ochrane-tropicke-prirody-budou-v-praze-diskutovat-odbornici-z-celeho-sveta
http://www.mzv.cz/dakar/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/podepsani_memoranda_o_spolupraci_ceske.html
http://www.mzp.cz/cz/news_150521_Senegal_antilopy
http://www.zoo-ostrava.cz/cz/ochrana-prirody/?ochrana_id=641
http://www.mzp.cz/cz/news_150622_Derbianus_smlouva
http://www.mzv.cz/dakar/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/setkani_ministru_zp_senegalu_a_ceske.html
http://www.agroserver.cz/agro_novinky/z_domova/ministr-brabec-se-setkal-se-senegalskym-ministrem-zivotniho-prostredi-abdoulayem-baldem
http://www.agris.cz/clanek/188589
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OUR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 

General and Main Partners 

The General partner of Derbianus Conservation in 

the Czech Republic is the Czech University of Life Sciences 

Prague (CULS Prague) which provides office space and 

supports its activities in many ways 

 

The Main partners in Senegal are the Society for the Protection of the Environment 

and Fauna of Senegal (SPEFS) which provides a base for the team and, importantly, for the herds 

of the Western Derby eland in the framework of the conservation project, and the Directorate of 

National Parks in Senegal (DPN) headed by colonel Souleye Ndiaye at the Ministry of the 

Environment and Sustainable Development of Senegal in charge of national parks and protected 

areas. 
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Partners 

Cooperation with zoological gardens, and especially long term support, is an essential part 

of any conservation programme. The Zoo and botanical garden of Pilsen headed by director Jiří 

Trávníček, Zoo Ostrava headed by director Petr Čolas, the Zoo in Bojnice, Slovakia, thanks to Peter 

Lupták and director Milan Šovčík, and Zoo Dvůr Králové nad Labem headed by director Přemysl 

Rabas, belongs to the corporate members of Derbianus Conservation. Zoo Liberec under director 

David Nejedlo and Zoo Jihlava headed by Eliška Kubíková are additional partners. The partner 

organizations let us organize regular promotional and awareness raising campaigns on their 

premises, disseminate information about our activities among their staff and visitors, cooperate 

with us on lecturing activities and provide both material and moral support. The international zoo 

world in our association is represented by long-term partnership with Knowsley Safari Park, UK, 

courtesy the 19th Earl of Derby. 

 
 

 

   

 

Our foreign partners in 2015 include the Bandia Reserve, Fathala Tourism Company and 

the World Association of Zoos and Aquaria- WAZA. 
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Donors and Sponsors 

We wish to thank all our sponsors who supported the activities of our Association and the 

Western Derby eland conservation programme. The Association received financial donations 

from Jiří Barvíř and Zoo Ostrava. MVDr. Jiří Váhala supported financially the children’s 

educational programme in Senegal.  

EuroServis Clean CR, a.s., Plynomont Teplice s.r.o., Gourmet Coffee Club & 

Travelling, The Embassy of the Czech Republic in Senegal, Promotým Praha and Zoo 

Ostrava supported us by buying massively our promotional material. EuroServis Clean CR, a.s. 

provides us with general assistance. Grappes s.r.o. provides free hosting of our web pages. Thank 

you! 
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MORE THANKS 

Besides the above mentioned partners and sponsors, we wish to thank: 

Lenka Pokorná, chargé d'affaires at the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Senegal, for her 

untiring efforts to promote the Western Derby eland conservation programme and  wide-

ranging support  

Štěpán Pokorný for helping us at the administrative field in Senegal  

Miroslav Zámečník for his comprehensive support  

Zdeňka Kostik-Šubrová for long-term cooperation  

Iva Pavlasová for account-keeping  

Míša Filipová for legal advice  

Tom Jůnek for his beautiful photos  

Markéta Antonínová for her long term support and consultancy 

Jiří Váhala a Roman Vodička for veterinary services 

Marie Geierová, Lucie Foltýnová, Olivier Detrez for intense translation activities 

Barča Černá Bolfíková for expert and consultancy cooperation  

Grappes s.r.o. for hosting the web page  

Anna Kubátová a Markéta Švejcarová for their untiring work and engagement 

 

For the support to the Association the rector of the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, 

prof. Ing. Jiří Balík, CSc., Quaestor Ing. Jana Vohralíková and the Dean of the Faculty of Tropical 

AgriSciences, Ing. Jan Banout, Ph.D. 

 

The representatives of the Czech Ministry of the Environment: Michal Pastvinský, Vladimír 

Dolejský, Veronika Vilímková, Blanka Benešová, Petra Ptáčková, Jiří Mach, and others for helping 

us prepare the Memorandum of Cooperation signed between the Czech Republic and Senegal. 
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For cooperation in Senegal: Mousthapa Bodian, Willem Burger, Christopher Brooke, Al-Hassana 

Camara, Diné Daniller, Ricus a Pietru Delport, Christian Dering, Christophe Dering, Vincent 

Dethier, Ousseynou Diaow, Tidian Diop, Souhel Fourzoli, Mallé Gueye, Lucien Haddad, Mamadou 

Daha Kane, Ousmane Kane, Marzanne Louw, Paul Ndiaye, Souleye Ndiaye, Arnold Neethling, 

Georges Rezk, Bienvenue Sambou, Mamadou Sidibe, Lamine Tamba, Oumar Thiam, Michelle Van 

Sittert a the staff of the Bandia and Fathala reserves.  

All the students and volunteers who were actively involved in the operations of the 

Association: Tereza Beckeová, Iva Bernáthová, Romana Březovská, Martina Čelakovská, Lucka 

Čižmářová, Michal Dyml, Petr Fedorov, Viki Fedorova, Michal Folprecht, Kateřina Gašparová, 

Ondřej Halda, Martina Hamříková, Veronika Heglasová, Zuzana Holubová, Tomáš Hovorka, 

Kateřina Hozdecká, Martina Karlíková, František Kopřiva, Marta Kristenová, Michaela Levá, Marie 

Madziová, Lenka Malyjurková, Jan Miřejovský, Viktor Neštický, Jan Roubal, Hanka Roubíčková, 

Kristýna Růžičková, Míša Stejskalová, Petr a Petrnorka Stejskalovi, Markéta Swiacká, Hanka 

Šimánková, Kateřina Štochlová, Eliška a Václav Žáčkovi, and others. 

For cooperation: Alena Divišová, Pavel Brandl, Eva Coufalová, Tomáš Hovorka, Pavel Hulva, 

Jakub Jaroš, Radim Kotrba, Ivan Hájek, Peter Lupták, Ondřej Máca, Jana Mazancová, Zuzana 

Mihálovová, Jakub Michalko, Josef Pírek, Lenka Poliaková, Jana Rácová, Jan Robovský, Jan Svitálek, 

Vladimír Verner, Vlasta Vlková, Jan Volf, František Zouhar, the students of the Karlín secondary 

school and teachers Jana Jeřábková and Petra Leibl. 

For international support and cooperation:  

David Mallon – Co-Chair Antelope Specialist group IUCN SSC 

Edward Richard William Stanley, 19th Earl of Derby – Knowsley Estate, Prescot 

Jakob Bro-Jorgensen – Institute of Integrative Biology, University of Liverpool 

Jens-Ove Heckel – Antelope Taxon Advisory Group, EAZA 

Mark Stanley Price – IUCN SSC Species Conservation Planning Sub-committee 

Rob Ogden – TRACE Wildlife Forensics Network 

We wish to thank the management and the staff of zoological gardens for their generous support 

and for letting us to organize the Antilope Days and other events on their premises in 2015.  

 

 
 

   

We thank all those who supported the Western Derby eland by buying our promotional 

material or by other activities.
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